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the receipt of a reply. So he next sent a registered letter
(with acknowledgment paid) to Maharshi. Therein he
stated "Whatever the number of re-births I have to
endure, still I am resolved to get my Upadesa (i.e., instruc-
tion) from you, and you alone. So you (Maharshi) on
this account must be reborn if you give me up in this
birth as unprepared or too immature to receive your
instruction. I swear to this." A few days after this
Maharshi appeared in a dream and said to him, " Do not
constantly think of me: you have first to secure the
favour of God Maheswara, the Lord of the Bull. First
meditate on Him and secure His grace. My help will
follow as a matter of course." Thenceforward he medi-
tated upon Maheswara as riding on a bull, of whom he
had pictures at home. A few days later a letter was
received from Vasudeva Sastri saying : <( Your two letters
received. Maharshi does not reply to letters. You can
come and see him in person." After ascertaining by a
fresh letter who Sastri was, and if the reply was written
at Maharshfs bidding, N. went up to Tiruvannamalai.
Following the direction in the dream, he spent that night
at the temple after getting darsan of Arunachaleswara (i.e..
Maheswara). The same night a local Brahmin, learning
his purpose tried to dissuade him : " Well, sir, I have spent
sixteen years in vain with Ramana Maharshi trying to get
his <Anug^aham' (grace). He is so indifferent Even if
you break your head there, he will not care or inquire
why. So his 'Anugraham', being impossible of attain-
ment your visit to him will bear no fruit." But N. did
not yield to this view. Then the Brahmin said : <( Any-
how, if you are going to be so lucky as to get his upadesam,
you can test it this way. There is a saint here of the